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THE SUNDAY GOSPEL (Luke 14:16-24, Matthew 22:14)
Many are invited, but few are chosen

The Lord said this parable: "A man once gave a great banquet,
and invited many; and at the time of the banquet he sent his
servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for all is
now ready.' But they all alike began to make excuses. The first
said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I go out and see it; I pray
you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have bought five
yoke of oxen, and I must go to examine them; I pray you, have
me excused.' And another said, 'I have married a wife, and
therefore I cannot come.' So the servant came and reported this
to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant,
'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in
the poor and maimed and blind and lame.’ And the servant said,
'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and there is still
room.' And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the
highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my
house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were
invited shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but few are
chosen."

THE INVITATION TO THE GREAT BANQUET

The parable of the Great Banquet, which is read on the
Sunday of the Holy Forefathers, clearly symbolizes the Church,
expressed in the mystery of the Divine Eucharist. The invitation



to participate in the great banquet is an invitation to become
members of the Church, to commune of the Body and Blood of
Christ.

The invited guests

A certain man invited those who seemed to be his dearest
friends to a banquet, to spend a few hours in his joy. However,
these people, one after another, scorned his invitation, each for
his own reason. One had bought a piece of land and did not have
the time. Another had bought five pairs of oxen and had work to
do. A third had married and was not inclined to respond. After
they refused to come, the host invited the poor, the sick, the
homeless, and the socially marginalized to the banquet.

Church and Eucharist

This invitation to the great banquet, which is the Mystery
of the Divine Eucharist, is addressed to each of us personally and
continues in the Divine Liturgy. In the Divine Eucharist, the
"recapitulation of the entire divine economy," the Church is
realized as the Body of Christ and communion of the Holy Spirit,
and at the same time, the nature and character of the mystery
of the Church are revealed as a mystery of divine-human
communion.

Going to Church

The Liturgy is the mystery of the Assembly. We must
steadfastly know and remember that we do not go to the Church
for individual prayers, but to gather as a Church. And when I say,
"I'm going to Church," this means "I'm going to the Assembly of
the faithful, so that I with them form the Church, to become what
I became on the day of Baptism, that is, a member of the Body
of Christ. I go to confess before God and people the mystery of
the Kingdom of God."



Our participation in the Divine Eucharist

Unfortunately, even today, it seems that not everyone is
aware of the ecclesiological significance of the Divine Liturgy and
the Holy Mysteries. Either we view them as mere religious duties,
as opportunities for individual perfection and salvation, or as
actions left exclusively to each person’s individual desire, piety,
and preparation. How sad it is, therefore, if we refuse God's
invitation because we are absorbed by earthly matters, or when
we commune so that we may fulfill an obligation, or for tradition,
or for goodwill. Furthermore, others do not commune because
they consider themselves unworthy. Saint John Cassian writes:
"We should not avoid Holy Communion because we consider
ourselves sinful. We must come more often for the healing of the
soul and the purification of the spirit, but with such humility and
faith that we consider ourselves unworthy. For it is the holiness
of Christ and not our own that makes us worthy to approach and
receive the holy Gifts."

Frequent Communion is the ideal of ecclesiastical
community. It is not an obligation at all. It is an act of love and
worship towards God, "to draw near and commune, as long as
we are blameless as per our spiritual father" (St. Gregory V,
Patriarch of Constantinople).

Let us not refuse the invitation to the Banquet of the
Divine Eucharist, so that we do not deprive ourselves of the joy
of our communion with God.
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December 15, 2024: 11th Sunday of Luke

The Holy Forefathers;
Eleutherios the Hieromartyr and his mother Anthia (2nd century).

Pl. 4th Tone - Eothinon: 3 — Epistle: 2 Timoty 1:8-18 -
Gospel: Luke 14:16-24, Matthew 22:14

NEXT SUNDAY: December 22, Sunday Before the Nativity of Christ
Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40 — Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25




From the publications of the Apostolic Ministry:

AIMITYXA THX EKKAHZIASY THZ EANAAOZ,
HMEPOAEIKTHZ TOIXOY KAI EMETHPIAA 2025

(DIPTYCHS OF THE CHURCH OF GREECE,
WALL CALENDAR AND ALMANAC 2025)

The Diptychs of the Church contain the specific liturgical guidelines for
the 2025 calendar, dedicated to the anniversary of the 1,700 years since
the convening of the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea.

The Wall Calendar includes the daily calendar of feasts and timely
theological messages. The frame is adorned with a four-color intricate
portable icon of the First Ecumenical Council from the Holy Monastery of
Iveron on Mount Athos.

The Almanac - a pocket calendar - includes a summary and alphabetical
calendar of feasts, a weekly planner, notebook, and useful information. It
is dedicated to the celebration of 1,700 years since the convening of the
First Ecumenical Council (325-2025).

From the publications of the Apostolic Ministry:

TO XYMBOAON THZ MNIZTEQS> - ®Y2H KAI IAIOTHTES TH> EKKNAHZIAZ
(THE SYMBOL OF FAITH - NATURE AND PROPERTIES OF THE CHURCH)

by Emeritus Professor Vlasios J. Feidas
1st Edition, in Greek, Size 17x24 cm, 344 pages

The Symbol of Faith of Nicaea - Constantinople expresses the whole
mystery of the divine Economy in Christ for the salvation of the human
race, when the fullness of time came. In this spirit, on the one hand, the
apostolic tradition is expressed, on the other hand, the inextricable
relationship of Patristic Theology with the dogmatic Terms of the seven
Ecumenical Synods of the Orthodox Church is presented.
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