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THE SUNDAY EPISTLE (Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40) 

The righteous of the Old Testament 

 

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in 

a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of 

the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has 

foundation, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall I 

say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets - who through faith 

conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped 

the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the 

sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put 

foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. 

Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise 

again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and 

even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn 

in two, they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they 

went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-

treated - of whom the world was not worthy - wandering over 

deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all 

these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that 

apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

 

 

THE POWER OF FAITH 

 

Just a few days before Christmas, the feast during which 

our holy Church will celebrate the incarnation of the Son and 



Word of God, we hear the Apostle to the Nations referring to a 

series of figures from the Old Testament. These people were 

characterized by great and unwavering faith in God, such that it 

enabled them “to conquer kingdoms, to work for righteousness, 

to obtain the fulfillment of God’s promises, to shut the mouths of 

lions, to quench the flames of fire, to escape slaughter, to be 

made strong from weak, to become heroes in wars, to put enemy 

armies to flight, to see their dead raised to life, while others were 

tortured to death, awaiting resurrection into a better life, even 

though they could have been freed.” Yet they did not experience 

in full the promise of God, but awaited perfection in the person 

of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, which they will enjoy together with 

the members of His Church. 

 

Faith works miracles in life 

 

The late Archbishop taught that “the remembrance of 

these historical figures and events has the purpose of convincing 

man that above and beyond his own powers, there exists another 

immense power – faith – which truly works miracles in life. And 

this is a great truth, drawn from reality itself, confirmed both by 

our personal experiences and by recent historical memories. The 

person who believes in God becomes a new personality, learning 

to see life through a different prism. This prism is 

multidimensional, clear, and completely foreign to human 

factors…” 

 

The power of faith in the person of Jesus Christ – 

containing the spirit of struggle and martyrdom and continual 

spiritual cultivation – is able to secure salvation for man, for 

which God humbled Himself and took on human nature, as we 

confess in the Symbol of Faith: “Who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from the heavens and was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man…” 

 

 

 

 



Faith as an unshakable support 

 

The power of faith makes man capable of effectively 

facing the challenges and problems of life, which appear 

insurmountable, inaccessible, and invincible. How many times do 

we feel ourselves shaken under the weight of family 

responsibilities, financial obligations and demands. How many 

times do we feel weak before the specter of illnesses and of 

death, which we see visiting us or beloved relatives. How many 

times do we feel despair and hopelessness take hold of our soul, 

every time we yield to temptations and surrender to the abyss of 

sin. How many times have we felt alone, abandoned by our “own” 

people, when the surprises and trials of life have brought us into 

a position of weakness. 

 

Let us consider how those who do not live the life of faith 

and hope in Jesus Christ face these tragic situations. They 

resemble rudderless ships, ready to be shattered by the raging 

waves of various problems. Feelings of hopelessness, 

disappointment, and despair overwhelm their being, leading 

them onto paths with no return. In contrast, Christians who 

believe that God became man out of His love of the world, that 

Christ was crucified taking upon Himself our own falls, that Christ 

came to fulfill the promise of salvation – whatever they may face 

in life, they will not be overcome; whatever waves may break 

upon them, they will not be shaken. For their faith functions as 

an invincible support, as an unshakable staff, as a sheltered 

protective harbor. 

 

Let us make sure to be continually partakers of this faith, 

dignifying and justifying our life within the Church and living out 

the prospect of our personal salvation. Amen! 

 

Archimandrite E. Oik. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

OUR GRAFTING INTO THE DIVINE LIFE 

 

The event of the incarnation of the Word of God is the ontological 

transcendence of corruption and death through Christ, our grafting 

into His divine life and glory, and our union by grace through Him 

with God the Father in the Holy Spirit. These are our ultimate 

boundaries: personal union with the Triune God! And the Birth of 

Christ does not promise us a chimerical blessedness or an abstract 

eternity, but offers us “into our very hands” the possibility of 

personal participation in the divine life and the love of God, in an 

endless ascent! 

 

From the book of His All-Holiness, the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 

Theology and Teaching, published by the Apostolic Ministry. 
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December 21, 2025: Sunday before the Nativity of Christ 

 

Commemoration of all those who from the beginning were well-pleasing 

to God, from Adam up to Joseph the Betrothed of the Most Holy 

Theotokos; likewise of the prophets and prophetesses, and especially of 

the Prophet Daniel (560 B.C.) and the holy three youths. 

 

3rd Tone – Eothinon: 6 – Epistle:  Hebrews 11:9-10,32-40 

– Gospel:  Matthew 1:1-25 

 

NEXT SUNDAY: December 28, Sunday after the Nativity of Christ 

Epistle: Galatians 1:11-19 – Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23 
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