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THE SUNDAY GOSPEL (John 1:44-52)
“Come and see”

At that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And he found Philip and
said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of
Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael, and he said to him, "We
have found him of whom Moses in the law and also the prophets
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Nathanael said to him,
"Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him,
"Come and see." Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of
him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" Nathanael
said to him, "How do you know me?" Jesus answered him, "Before
Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you."
Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are
the King of Israel!" Jesus answered him, "Because I said to you, I
saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater
things than these." And he said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you,
you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of man."

THE ORTHODOXY OF THE CHURCH

Our Holy Church once again, this year, calls every believer
to take part in today’s celebration of Orthodoxy, of the right opinion
and faith, revealed to the world by the incarnate Son of God, our
Lord Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit.

The historical background of the feast is known to most. In
the year 842, the Empress Saint Theodora (whose sacred relic, after



the Fall of Constantinople, is preserved incorrupt in Corfu) restored
the holy Icons. They had been removed by the iconoclasts, who were
unable to grasp the theological, pedagogical, and liturgical
foundations of their honorary veneration. During her reign, the
harsh persecutions against the Orthodox finally ceased, and the
iconoclastic disputes which had lasted for more than a hundred years
came to an end. Among other consequences, these disputes had led
to the destruction of important works of ecclesiastical art: icons,
miniatures, frescoes, sacred objects, and holy relics.

Much has been written by special researchers about the
causes of Iconoclasm, this religious, political, and social
phenomenon that shook the Empire. For us, however, what matters
is that the celebration of the restoration of the holy Icons soon
acquired a broader meaning. It came to be regarded as the triumph
of Orthodoxy over the various heretical deviations and heterodox
teachings that separate man from Christ. For “Orthodoxy” means
that the believer lives within the Church, the Truth of Christ, and
conforms to the prophetic, apostolic, martyric, and patristic ethos,
the ethos of the Saints, our elder siblings, who guide us in the life in
Christ.

The theological meaning of the veneration of the sacred
Icons

Since the Son of God, through His incarnation, also became
the Son of man, He is circumscribable and therefore, can be
depicted. Indeed, His depiction is an expression of confessing the
ineffable mystery of His incarnation, through which man becomes,
by grace, a son of God the Most-High. In the same way, the
Theotokos and the Saints of God are depicted, because by
participating in the Light and Divinity of Christ, they became living
cells and members of His Body. They were sanctified by the
operation of the Holy Spirit, so that Christ lives in them, and they in
Christ. For this reason, we honor them, invoke their intercessions,
and venerate their sacred icons, and their fragrant, precious relics.
After all, to venerate means to offer a gesture of reverence, love,
and honor toward someone whom we respect and love.



Man as the image of God

The Lord Jesus Christ, as the Apostle Paul states, “is the
image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15). But every human
being is also created “in the image and likeness of God” (Genesis
1:26). It is almost impossible to describe in depth this truth of Holy
Scripture. Yet the Fathers of the Church come to our aid, and help
us understand, as far as possible, the meaning of this fundamental
teaching about human existence. For example, Saint Gregory of
Nyssa points out that the phrase “in the image” refers to the divine
gifts present in man: reason, creativity, sociability, free will, the
freedom of choice, and the capacity for ontological union with God -
participation in His holiness through the keeping of the Gospel
commandments and through the sacramental life. The phrase “in
the likeness” is the gift, the grace of man’s theosis - his participation
in the divine life and eternity, in the Kingdom of God, as the fruit of
divine love and human cooperation.

Let us pray that we may always honor, through faith,
repentance, and our spiritual struggle, the unchanging Image of the
Father, our Lord Jesus Christ, and that we may understand that this
Image is borne by all people, even if it is darkened by our sins. Yet
the Holy Spirit of God can cleanse us, enlighten us, and sanctify us,
provided that we desire it.

Archimandrite N. K.

From the publications of the Apostolic Ministry:
YIMMOMNHMA EIZ TO KATA MATOGAION EYAITEAION
COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
1st Edition, in Greek, Size 14x21 cm, 416 pages
by Saint John Chrysostom

The 100th volume of the series “Library of Greek Fathers and
Ecclesiastical Writers” (BEMEZXZ), awarded by the Academy of Athens,
contains the eleventh part of the exegetical works of the sacred
Chrysostom.

This 100th volume includes the second part of the exegetical
Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, Homilies 21-51, which analyze
chapters Matthew 6:24-15:2. This important work preserves and
highlights the original text of the sacred Father, with scriptural
commentary and scholarly oversight and editing by Professor Emeritus
Konstantine Liakouras. The volume is completed with an index of
passages from Holy Scripture, as well as an index of subjects, names, and
matters, edited by Zoe Alexandri and George Batziou.



March 1, 2026: 1st Sunday of Lent (of Orthodoxy)

Commemoration of the Restoration of the Holy Icons (843).
Eudokia the Venerable Martyr (t160-170);
Marcellus and Antonina, martyrs.

PI. 1st Tone - Eothinon: 5 - Epistle: Hebrews 11:24-26,32-40
- Gospel: John 1:44-52

NEXT SUNDAY: March 8, 2nd Sunday of Lent (St. Gregory Palamas)
Epistle: Hebrews 1:10-2:3- Gospel: Mark 2:1-12

WEEK OF MISSIONARY WORK ABROAD
(March 1-7, 2026)

The Office of External Mission of the Apostolic Ministry of the Church
of Greece strives for the dissemination of the Word of God,
particularly in the countries of Africa and Asia, providing for the
monthly salaries of native clergy, and assisting in many other ways.
We thank you for your support of our missionary work.

International Bank Account Number (IBAN) at the National Bank
of Greece: GR0501101460000014655807494

We kindly ask that after any deposit, you contact the Office of
External Mission at Tel. +30 210-727-2315, 316.

Follow the Program of the Radio Station of the Church of Greece:
www.ecclesia.gr
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